Mechanism of antigenic variation in Shigella flexneri bacilli. I. Selective lethal effect of normal sera on mixed population of S. flexneri 1b serotype and its antigenic 3b mutant.
Normal non-immune calf, human and mice sera kill-preferentially the Shigella flexneri 1b serotype cells with antigenic formula I; 3, 4, 6 leaving the antigenic mutant cells of the serotype 3b with antigenic formula III; 3, 4, 6. The strongest lethal action was observed in normal calf serum. This serum makes possible to obtain the 3b serotypes mutant from pure population of 1b serotype cells. Thermal inactivation of the complement deprives the serum of its selective activity.